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	The information requested below forms the basis of a selection procedure by the Software Industry Awards Short-listing Committee. Please complete this form by typing your answers in the provided areas and return on or before, Friday, 26th September, 2008

Please print a copy of your application for your own files before you submit the form to the ISA. 

A short-listed group of companies will be called for interview. On the basis of interview and your application, the Adjudication Panel will decide the winning companies in each category.

Advice on the eligibility for each category is listed on the next page for your convenience.

INFORMATION WILL BE TREATED IN STRICT CONFIDENCE AND WILL ONLY BE USED FOR THE PURPOSE OF THE AWARDS.
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Awards
	Which award category/categories do you wish to be considered for? 
(Please tick one or more of the following)

	Technical Innovation Award





  

Please indicate the particular innovation to be considered: Type your answer here
	    FORMCHECKBOX 


	Sales Achievement Award 





  

Please indicate the particular achievement to be considered: Type your answer here
	    FORMCHECKBOX 


	Partnership of the Year 

Please indicate the particular partnership to be considered: Type your answer here
	    FORMCHECKBOX 



COMPANY PROFILE
	Company Name: 
	Type text here...

	Date of Incorporation: 
	   /    /     

	Web site: 
	Type text here...

	No. of Employees: 
	Type text here...

	Entry Submitted by: 
	Type text here...

	Job Title: 
	Type text here...

	Telephone: 
	Type text here...

	Email: 
	Type text here...

	The information provided on this form is accurate to the best of my knowledge:
	    FORMCHECKBOX 



vALUE PROPOSITION

	Type answer here...


BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT IN 2007/2008
	Please limit your description to 500 words:
· Growth and main business gains

· Differentiation from main competitors

· Strategy for 2009

	Type answer here...


Technical innovation award

	If you wish to apply for the Technical Innovation Award, please describe the innovation and its impact on customers.  (Please limit your description to 500 words)
Points to consider

· Area /issue the innovation addressed 

· Description of innovation

· Measurement of impact of innovation

· Novel approaches to software development 

· Describe any grants received

· Innovation processes in your organisation



	Type answer here...


Sales Achievement Award
	If you wish to apply for the Sales Achievement Award, please describe this sales achievement and its significance to your organisation, why your company should win this award. (Please limit your description to 500 words)
Points to consider
· Description of customer relationships before and after sales achievement 

· What was the key driver in the achievement

· What innovation was involved

· Company growth and business gains as a result of achievement 

· Changes in market positioning v. competitors 

	Type answer here...


Collaboration Award
	If you wish to apply for the Collaboration Award please give details of a specific partnership/alliance/collaborative network strategy you have embarked on and why your company should win this award. (Please limit your description to 500 words) 

Points to Consider:

· Your role in creating this partnership/alliance/collaborative network

· How it has supported your company’s sales growth 

· Key challenges overcome through collaboration

· Tangible benefits of this collaboration

· R&D/Innovation led by companies and/or academic institutions  

· Strategy to enter new markets/develop existing markets

· Sustainability of the collaboration

	Type answer here...


HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR FORM?
	POST:

Irish Software Association (ISA)
Confederation House,

84 - 86 Lower Baggot Street,

Dublin 2.
	E-MAIL:
Email: isa@ibec.ie



	Closing Date: 5.30pm, Friday 26th September 2008


Acknowledgement of receipt of your form: 

The Irish Software Association (ISA) will acknowledge receipt of your Application Form.  If you have not received confirmation of receipt of your Application Form within 48 hours, please contact the Irish Software Association (ISA) (see contact details below).

Queries on any issue to:
Anna Donegan (+ 353 1 6051656),

Shane Dempsey (+353 1 6051550) or
Patricia Keogh (+353 1 6051582) or by email to: firstname.lastname@ibec.ie
	The information provided on this form is accurate & to the best of my knowledge:

	Signature of primary applicant: (If electronic signature available) 

	Print Name: 

Enter text here...

	Position: Type text here...
	Date:    /    /     


TIMING OF ADJUDICATION PROCESS FOR INDUSTRY AWARDS
Friday 19th September, 5.30pm

Deadline for receipt of Application Forms

13th October 
Applicants will be informed if they have been successful in gaining a place on the shortlist.
23rd – 25th October
Short-listed companies will be interviewed by the Adjudication Panel at our offices: Confederation House 84-86 Baggot St Lower, Dublin 2.
Interview dates:

Collaboration Award:

21st October (morning)

Sales Achievement:

21st October (afternoon)
Technical Innovation:

22nd October (afternoon)

Friday 7th November, 7.30pm

Mansion House, Dawson St., Dublin 2.
· Winners will be announced at the Industry Awards Dinner.

· All short-listed companies should be represented at this event.

· For bookings for the Annual Awards Dinner please contact: Patricia Keogh on + 353 1 605 1582 or e-mail isa@ibec.ie 
Terms & Conditions 2008

Eligibility:

· Entries are open to companies incorporated in the island of Ireland.

· Each company may apply for more than one award category

· Companies that are short-listed for more than one category should be prepared to be called for more than one interview. Interviews for multiple awards cannot be conducted at the same time.

Guidelines:

1. Partnership –Collaboration :

The Collaboration Award will be made to the company that, in the opinion of the judges, has generated significant revenue growth through a partnership programme, collaborative network  or secured a major deal with a customer through a partnership strategy.  The judging criteria will also include gaining access to new markets through collaboration, partner sales models used in the company and marketing strategy. This award is applicable to organizations who have collaborated with academia and business-to-business partnerships. The sustainability of the partnership model or collaborative network will also be considered.

2. Sales Achievement :

The Sales Achievement Award will be made to the company which, in the opinion of the judges, has made the most significant advances in company revenue development through the design, development and execution of creative and effective sales and marketing programs during the previous year.   The company should be able to display strategic sales, rapid growth, and innovation in achievement in the sales model by adapting the sales model to achieve greater growth.  The winning company should be able to show a clear understanding of the dynamics within the market, showing strong sales team capabilities which can drive channels to sustained growth.  Judging criteria will include innovative marketing techniques, product positioning and pricing, penetration of new market sectors their alliance strategy, revenue linked to specific activities and how the applicant handled their main competition.

3. Technical Innovation:

This award will be made to the company which has made the most significant technical innovation in a product or service during the previous year.  The winning company of the Technical Innovation Award must demonstrate leadership in a developed platform or product area.  Judging criteria will include the introduction of new products, technologies or novel approaches to software development, adaptation to business models and ability to demonstrate that technical innovation can lead to opening new ways to selling.  The company should be able to give examples of any collaborative projects they have been involved in, if any.  The applicant will also be asked to outline any R&D grants they have received to date.

Application Form








